My War Memories, 1914-1918
made up the Battle of the Somme. Great were our losses. The enemy took Rancourt, Morval, Geudecourt and the hotly contested Combles. On the 26th, the Thiepval salient fell. Further enemy attacks on the 28th miscarried.
The fighting had made the most extraordinary demands both on commanders and troops. The relief arrangements inaugurated at Cambrai, and the new system of reserves projected for the West Front, no longer sufficed. Divisions and other formations had to be thrown in on the Somme front in quicker succession and had to stay in the line longer. The time for recuperation and training on quiet sectors became shorter and shorter. The troops were getting exhausted. Everything was cut as fine as possible ! The strain on our nerves in Pless was -terrible; over and over again we had to find and adopt new expedients. It needed the iron nerves of Generals von Gallwitz, Fritz von Below, von Kuhl, Colonels von Lossberg and Bronsart von Schellendorf, to keep them from losing their heads, to systematically put in the reserves as they came up, and, despite all our failures, eventually to succeed in saving the situation. Above all, it needed troops like the Germans !
In October the attacks continued in undiminished force, especially on the northern part of the front. The enemy brought up even more men and material. We sustained losses, yet an effective stiffening of our defence began to be perceptible.
The struggle continued in the shell-hole area on the northeastern front of Verdun. The French were pushing forward and we remained on the defensive. The troops were very exhausted. But there was no change in the general situation there.
On the Italian Front, between the i4th and i;th September, the seventh Isonzo offensive of the Italian armies, and the eighth, from the gth to the isth October, had been beaten off by Austria-Hungary. A further attack was to be expected.
On the Macedonian front, the Entente had embarked on a counter-offensive during the latter half of September, west of Lake Ostrovo in the direction of Fiorina, and had pushed the Bulgarians back to the positions they had held in August,
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